
economic develop-
ment success stories, 
such as the new Coo-
per Tire facility.  And 
of course, I talked 
about all the hard 
work we continue to 
do to address flood 
recovery issues. 
   For those of you 
who did not attend 
the luncheon, the 
speech will be broad-
cast on the high 
school’s cable chan-
nel. 
   As a city, we will 
face many challenges 
in 2009, mainly an 
economy that seems 
to be outside any-
body’s control.   
   As Governor 
Daniels pointed out 
recently, the top pri-
ority for state and 

Hello again everyone, 
and welcome to 2009! 
   This first week 
back in the office has 
been a busy one.  We 
had visitors from Ja-
pan, a state of the city 
address for the 
Franklin Chamber of 
Commerce, and, as 
always, many impor-
tant meetings.   
   If this first week is 
any indication of the 
year to come, one 
thing is for certain: 
Franklin won’t be 
slowing down in 
2009. As some of you 
know, Kuji, Japan is 
our sister city.  Every 
January, students and 
adults travel here to 
meet with city offi-
cials. They also attend 
classes at the high 
school and middle 
school.  When they 
arrived, we first wel-
comed everyone to 
City Hall. A very nice 
dinner at Franklin 
College was planned 
for later that evening.   
    I love the fact that 
people travel from 
half way across the 
globe to visit Frank-
lin, Indiana.  What an 
honor it is for us to 
greet them and share 
our city with them.        

  Every time we open 
our doors to the rest 
of the world, we gain 
knowledge and in-
sight we might not 
otherwise encounter.  
At some point in my 
administration, I 
would like to send a 
delegation of our 
own to Kuji, to show 
we are as committed 
to the relationship as 
they have been. 
   In my state of the 
city address to the 
chamber, I discussed  
our accomplishments 
in 2008. I also ex-
plained where we in-
tend to go in 2009.   
  I talked about the 
fire station commit-
tees and  their many 
good findings.   
   I also discussed our 
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local governments in 
the coming year will 
be to hold the line on 
spending.  While I 
agree with the gover-
nor on this point, and 
will be working with 
our department heads 
to cut waste, I disagree 
with his call to put a 
hold on raises for em-
ployees.   
   I have made a prom-
ise to myself that this 
economy will not af-
fect how we treat our 
employees.   
   I was happy to give 
across-the-board raises 
in 2008.  
   I will work hard to 
keep everyone in good
-paying jobs during my 
administration. 
   By being responsi-
ble, having open and 
honest debates and 
working together, we 
accomplished many 
great things last year.      
   As I noted earlier, 
we are all very aware 
that we will face many 
challenges in 2009. 
But I am certain that if 
we continue to work 
as a team we can over-
come whatever comes 
our way.  
   Again, Happy New 
Year!  Let’s make it a 
great 2009!      

MAYOR’S MOMENT 

Mayor Fred Paris speaks to representatives from 

Atterbury Job Corps following the State of the 

City address for the Franklin Chamber of Com-

merce, hosted by Franklin College. 
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Sharon Hood was recognized as 

Employee of the Year by Chip 

Orner, Parks Superintendent. So 

many times, Hood is the quiet go

-getter who plans programming 

and coordinates many events for 

residents of all ages. And yet, her 

hard work goes unnoticed, Orner 

said.   

Connie Brockman was rec-

ognized for all her years of 

service to the city’s sewer 

office.  

   “In 1987, Connie 

Brockman and I walked into 

the basement of city hall on 

the same day,” said Brenda 

Poe, manager. “Both people 

we were replacing had al-

ready left and there was no 

one to train us. We called 

each other Lucy and Ethel.”  

Evan Hart, inspector for DPW, was recog-

nized by Rick Littleton for his extra efforts 

during flood clean-up and his willingness 

to help string lights in downtown Franklin 

for December celebrations. 

   “Many times, when I can’t go myself, to 

do a job, I look to Evan,” Littleton said.   

“Joanna has gone every extra step she 

could…” said Krista Linke of Franklin’s 

Planning and Engineering Department.       

   Joanna Myers, Senior Planner, was 

recognized by Linke  for the tireless hours 

she devoted to helping flood victims in 

Franklin.   

  Steve Compton of Franklin Street Depart-

ment named Carol Patterson Employee of 

the Year. 

  “She made my coming into the office really 

easy,” Compton said.       

“Love it or hate it, Kronos is probably the 

most challenging thing we’ve tried to do,” 

said Mayor Fred Paris when recognizing 

City staff for their tireless efforts to imple-

ment the new system and train staff, city 

wide, to use it properly. 

Winners of Pacer Tickets!  

Pete Acher and Todd Wilkerson! 

Patterson: Employee of 2008 Franklin 

Kronos Challenges of 2008  
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“Whatever  I say is not enough. She’s a 

therapist. She’s a babysitter. She’s working with 

48 men and she can certainly put them in their 

place when she needs to,” Franklin Fire Chief  

Jim Reese, speaking of  Jayne Rhoades, his 

choice for Employee of  the Year, 2008. 

Lifesaving Awards in EMS 

During last month’s staff appreciation 

luncheon, Franklin Fire Chief Jim Reese 

recognized the following professionals: 

 

Captain Mike Hodge 

Lt. Dan McElyea 

Fire Fighter Todd Bridges 

Fire Fighter Ryan Piercefield 

Lt. Paramedic John Henderson 

Lt. Ben Martin 

Fire Fighter Nathan Long  

Capt. Joe Gruss 

Civilian paramedic  Lori Spiecher 

Fire Fighter/Paramedic Chuck Ridpath 

Fire Fighter Josh Oakes 

Fire Fighter Josh Oliver 

Fire Fighter Joe Chastain 

Fire Fighter Kevin Killinger 

Fire Fighter Jamey Reed 

Fire Fighter Dennis Bordenkecher 

  Steve Compton, Franklin Street Department 

superintendent had this to say: 

  “Today, I’m recognizing two employees, 

Jason Wilson and Todd Radford.”  

  “These two guys pulled a guy from the 

cemetery with a rope during the flood. We 

are sure if they hadn’t been there or that guy 

had let go, he would be a victim.” 

   Compton also recognized another street de-

partment employee, Kyle Butler, who dili-

gently looked for and then found an elderly 

lady’s lost wedding band in a pile of leaves. 
   “The flood was devastating to us. My 

staff is a wonderful group of people,” 

said Janet Alexander, Clerk Treasurer, as 

she recognized Sharon Barnard, Ellen 

Craig and Sue Midkiff for the long 

hours they devoted to software conver-

sion and Kronos implementation. Alex-

ander also noted assistance from other 

city employees, Franklin Police Officer 

Bill McCarty and Rick Littleton, DPW.  

Special Recognition Letters:  

Franklin Police Department 
Detective Kevin Scheuermann 

Officer Rick Sharp  

Franklin Street Department 

Clerk Treasurer’s Office 

Franklin Fire: Employee of the Year 

Police Commendation Medal: Officer 

Josh Stevenson 

Police Lifesaving Medal:  Officer Rob 

Ruble 

Police Lifesaving Medal (4th award):  

Captain Joe Gruss 

Special Recognition Letter:  Rich 

Whittaker 

Special Recognition Letter: Rob Ruble 

Community Service Medal: Bryan 

Burton 

Community Service Medal:  Ryan 

Mears 

Chief Stan Lynn recognized the 

following city servants: 



positive, DeWitt said. 

  “I really like the people 

and the cooperation of all 

   After being self em-

ployed for nearly 30 

years, Richard DeWitt  

has a new challenge.  

  “I always wanted to 

work in city govern-

ment,” DeWitt said 

with a grin. 

  A lifetime resident of 

Franklin, DeWitt was 

recently appointed sex-

ton for Greenlawn 

cemetery.  

   His first weeks on the 

job have been busy but 

the people,” he 

said. “And the 

mayor’s leadership 

has been excellent.” 

  DeWitt will con-

tinue flood cleanup 

and implement up-

dates for the ceme-

tery. 

   He and his wife 

Connie are the par-

ents of three adult 

children and enjoy 

spending time with 

their four grand-

children. 

DeWitt : Franklin’s Cemetery Sexton  

Richard DeWitt, recently 

appointed cemetery sex-

ton by Mayor Fred Paris. 

Franklin Street Department 

employee Dicky Murray shows 

off a door prize during last 

month’s staff party. Murray 

became a city employee in De-

cember, 1971. 

Capricorn, the sign of the goat, 

is described as determined and 

serious but patient. Often, the 

Capricorn personality is de-

scribed as very self disciplined, 

often a workaholic and a born 

leader.  

  Those born under this sign are 

often attracted to anything me-

chanical. The Capricorn wants 

to understand how things work, 

even if that means taking 

things apart and trying to put 

them back together.  

  Some famous people born 

under this sign include: 

  Edgar Allen Poe, Cary Grant, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Ben 

Franklin, Jim Caret, Joan Baez 

and the King himself– Elvis. 

Happy Birthday,  
Capricorn!! 

Jan. 1  Travis Devore 

Jan. 1  John Vaughn 

Jab. 5          David Browning 

Jan. 11  Mark Dayhuff 

Jan. 23  Travis Ramey 

Jan. 29  Grant Nading 

Jan. 30  Shelly Chesser 

Jan. 31  Mark Hash 

Larry Hughes, DPW 
  Congratulations are in order 

for Larry Hughes. He recently 

became licensed as a Class I 

operator through the Depart-

ment of Environmental Man-

agement. Hughes, a City of 

Franklin employee for nearly 

three years, resides in Frank-

lin with his wife Manilla 

Hughes. They own The Grill 

Bar on Jefferson Street in 

downtown Franklin. 

  Hughes has one daughter,  

Heather “Peeps” Hughes, 19, 

who will graduate in May 

from Kaplin College.      

Mike Sparrow, DPW 
  Collection System Foreman, 

Mike Sparrow, is responsible 

for 65 miles of sewer system. 

He came to work in 1987, and 

winces just a little bit as he 

admits that he is now 53 years 

old.  

  “I used to run the mile and a 

half to work every morning,” 

Sparrow said. “I was a little 

bit younger then.” 

  Married 29 years to his wife 

Kim, Sparrow has three adult 

children, Dusty Perrelli, 33, 

Mike, 28, Mark, 26, and six 

grandchildren. His side busi-

ness for 23 years? Dunk and 

the Bird Man, a DJ service.  


